
Maths foundation stage session 

Tue 22nd March 2016, 2pm 

 

1. Early learning goals 

The session started with an explanation of the early learning goal expectations in maths for the end 

of year, as well as the exceeding statement. Hand -outs were given to parents which detailed the 

development statements for numbers, and shape, space and measure. The information is the base 

guide for curriculum which is taken from Development Matters. Parents can access the Develop 

Matters website.  

 

2. Maths in the school day 

 

The children have maths sessions every day at school for 15 minutes after play time although they 

are constantly being observed for maths skills which the TA’s play a large role in. They have recently 

looked at estimating and weight in class. 

 

3. Language and vocabulary 

 

Parents are encouraged to use the correct vocabulary and terminology. If there are a number of 

ways to say the same thing e.g. minus, take away, less than or subtraction pupils should be aware 

that there are different ways of saying it. 

When in class teachers ask the pupils to “Prove it” or ask “why or how they got there.” They not only 

need to solve the problem but to explain their thought process and reasoning. They also say “I know 

it because…...” 

Comparative language is used e.g. longer/shorter, fatter/thinner, faster/slower etc. 

Parents are encouraged to embed the language by using it consistently at home.  

 

 

 

4. How to include maths at home 

It was explained that maths can and should be built into every day life and the daily routine. You 

can use every day language to talk about size, weight, capacity etc.  The best way to learn maths 

is through play and practical activities and the right tools should be used e.g. real money, tape 

measures etc. If a child wants to learn more advanced maths this should be encouraged, 

although it is down to each individual child, their ability and their interests. 



Parents were put into three groups and discussed what they do at home to support maths 

learning. The ideas discussed were: 

 

- Number flash cards 

- Counting food out 

- Money e.g. playing shops, counting money, piggy banks 

- Playing games e.g.  bingo, ludo, snakes and ladders, junior monopoly, uno 

- Measuring ingredients 

- Shapes 

- Laying the table; counting cutlery and place mats etc. 

- Counting cars, days, stairs etc. 

- Recognising numbers on car number plates 

- Telling the time, saying you have 5 mins left or when the big hands gets to the 6 we are 

leaving 

- Cooking e.g. measuring pasta, halving food, a few more/less 

- Eating- eat another half 

 

 

5. Resources 

There are websites that can be used at home. The group had a demonstration of the Espresso 

website and a shopping task was shown. The espresso website is good as it has different levels 

and years 1 and 2 activities can be accessed. 

A handout was given out “Maths through play” which provides suggestions for learning maths at 

home. 

 

 

 

6. Homework 

Maths homework is to be introduced. A purple book will be given to each child that will have 

maths challenges in it. Homework will be set fortnightly. There are 40 challenges which will be 

given (the remaining ones will be given for the summer holidays.) Their findings need to the 

articulated and their thinking recorded within the purple book. 

This is the first time that maths homework has been set for foundation year pupils but it is felt 

that maths needs to be raised in line with reading and phonics. Parents have been asked to give 

teachers feedback on the homework. 

 

It was agreed that the next session would concentrate on science and PSTD and the last session 

will be on the transition to year 1. 

 


