
Galleywood Infant School 

Friday 4th October 

            Dear Parents / Carers, 

Suddenly it feels like autumn! Many children have been bringing us acorns and conkers 

they have collected from under the beautiful trees that surround our school. Children 

often think sunshine means it will be warm in the playground, but please be reassured 

that we remind children to wear coats and fleeces and offer help until they are able to do 

their coats up by themselves. Please name coats as many are very similar, and as the 

weather becomes colder name scarves, hats and gloves where possible. Thank you.  

 

Governor Appointments 

This week we held our first meeting of the Full Governing Body, where June Gould was re-elected as Chair and 

Richard Holmes as Vice Chair of Governors for 2020-2021.  

We are delighted to welcome back Komel Bajwe as a Parent Governor for a second term of office, and welcome 

to our Governing Body as new Governors,Robert McIlvride as a Parent Governor and Vicky Servantes as a Co-

opted Governor. We are very pleased to add their expertise to our highly dedicated and talented team.  

At this meeting Governors were appointed to different committees, where the work of school improvement is 

undertaken. The first of these meetings takes place on Thursday 10th October, when the Learning and Ethos 

Committee will be discussing our plans for English, maths and Early Years during 2019-2020 as well as our 

approach to monitoring attendance and our new policy for Teaching and Learning.  

 

Thank you and Farewell 

Andy Beales has been a Governor at our school since November 2010, when his children were at our school. He 

has served for 9 years as Vice Chair of Governors, Chair of the Resources Committee and Chair of the Pay and 

Personnel Committee. Andy carried out many Governor visits, taking a particular interest in maths and 

computing but also in the last couple of years looking at the development of writing from Foundation Stage into 

Year 2. He enjoyed hearing what the children had to say about a wide variety of topics and gathered their views 

for the Governing body. We shall miss him and wish him well with his new job and many other commitments. On 

behalf of many cohorts of children and families, the staff and Governors past and present, thank you, Andy.  

Gift of Christmas  

We have been thrilled with the response to this project. Thank you so much to families for your generous 

donations, which were overflowing and have now been accommodated (thanks to Rachel Wood and Trini 

Knights) in bigger boxes! We will continue collecting items this Monday-Friday this week, so please pop 

something extra in your shopping basket if you are out this weekend.  

We look forward to welcoming Tim and Jenny Gooding on Friday 11th October 

for our assembly. If any parents or grandparents would be able to come into 

school and work with children to pack the Gift of Christmas bags on Friday 

afternoon between 1:15-3:10pm please let the office know. Thank you.  

 

 



Aldi stickers! 

We have had a brilliant response and by the end of Friday we had 192 stickers- almost two thirds of the way 

there! Please pass the message to family members and neighbours who might shop at Aldi.  

Open mornings 

Each year it seems that we are still getting to know our new Foxes and Badgers 

children when we receive emails and enquiries from parents with a child due to start 

the following September! Our Open mornings for children who will be 5 between 1st 

Sept 2020 and 31st Aug 2021 are on Thursday 17th October and Tuesday 12th 

November. Further details are on our website, including additional tour times for 

families unable to make these dates. There is no need to book for the Open mornings, 

but tours are restricted to 5 families and we ask parents to book these via the office. Thank you.  

GIPA 

Thank you to everyone who entered the competition to design a logo for GIPA. It was lovely to see the variety of 

design ideas from children in all year groups. Congratulations to Edie Davey, who was our winner and will receive 

a book token as her prize. Look out for publicity materials and letters bearing the new logo. 

Tickets will be on sale from Monday 7th October for GIPA’s Autumn Party. We have taken a different approach 

this year in response to children and parents who sometimes found the disco parties to be a little noisy and 

boisterous. It will be a lovely end to the autumn half term - please support us.  

This year GIPA are undertaking to raise money for two key school improvements:  

 A screen for the hall, which can be used successfully for assemblies and presentations even on bright and 

sunny days  

 The refurbishment of our school library to create a fabulous space where children and adults love to 

browse and read! 

Both projects are very exciting and will make a huge difference for children now and in 

the future. 

 We will be sharing our fund-raising successes with the children in our Friday assemblies 

and with parents through a display in the hall. First update will be on Friday 8th 

November, to include money raised at our very popular Friday tuck shops and at our 

Autumn Party.  

 

Regeneration of pond and wild life area 

Work is underway to clear this area, to cut back overgrown trees, clear brambles, 

reline and re-establish the pond and rebuild the decking area. We will then 

replant the wildflower meadow and install some benches for children to watch 

and sketch wildlife. If you or a member of your family has skills such as landscape 

gardening or carpentry, or would be able to contribute time and energy to 

achieving this be next spring we would be thrilled to hear from you.  

 

Equally if anyone has contacts via work, or socially, that could help us build a bespoke entrance and interior for 

our new library, or help us replace our stock of books and build new shelving, we have lots of ideas and would 

love to talk to you. If everyone does a little, we know we can achieve so much! Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum and Coffee Sessions 

Thank you to all the parents who completed feedback letters in July 2019. Parents of 

children now in Yr1 told us strongly how much they had valued the Curriculum and Coffee 

mornings each half term, and would like these to continue now that their children are in 

Yr1. Brilliant!  

Miss Mildinhall and Mrs Sayers welcomed a large 

group of visitors to the first session on Thursday, when parents and 

grandparents enjoyed an English lesson and then worked with their child on 

a piece of writing. 

 

The first Curriculum and Coffee morning for our Foundation Stage parents is on Friday 18th October and will be in 

the library. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, younger siblings welcome.    

Autumn parent consultations take place on 21st and 22nd October. Letters to book a 10 minute appointment with 

your child’s teacher will be coming out this week.  

 

 


