
Galleywood Infant School 

Monday 20th July 2020 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

So, we have reached the end of the summer term for children in 

Foundation Stage and Year 1! 

It seems a very strange end of term without the wonderful and 

often emotional Yr2 Leavers’ Assembly, family fun at the GIPA 

Galleyfest, Campover and Moving On Party, friendly competition at 

the Children’s Challenge, celebrating your child’s achievements at 

Open Evening and much more.  

Your children have been amazing, adjusting to the many changes we have introduced to school organisation and 

routines. We have done our best over the last 3-4 weeks to ensure that children spent time with their class 

teachers and teaching assistants as well as getting to know their new teacher for September. Fortunately, the 

weather has been helpful and we have lots of space around our school to bring “bubbles” together for socially 

distanced stories, races, games and circle times.  

I know you will want to join me is saying a massive thank you to our staff team, who have worked so hard to keep 

your children safe, well and happy since school re-opened on 1st June. As well as delivering excellent teaching and 

learning, everyone has worked above and beyond expectation with cleaning duties, supervising lunches, playing 

outdoors with the children, administering first aid in classrooms, replenishing supplies of soap, paper towels and 

cleaning products so that nothing runs out. I don’t think anyone has had a full coffee or lunch break since 1st June, 

taking turns in their bubbles to deliver lunches, chat and play games with the children, or to clean tables and 

bathrooms. Staff have been amazingly flexible, sharing the planning and preparation of learning so that children 

in different bubbles received the same opportunities. For each new child coming back to school the staff created 

a personal space and complete set of learning resources. Thank you to the whole staff team 😊 

We are sorry to be saying goodbye to Mrs Kelly Harris, who has worked as a teaching assistant in 

Owls class this year. Her youngest daughter starts school in September and Mrs Harris wants to 

support her successful transition into school. We are grateful for all her work with Owls children 

and wish her all the very best for the future.  

As we prepare for September and beyond we have reflected on the changes this term and sought opinions across 

the school, asking children and staff which things they like about school now and which things they miss.  

The children told us: 

➢ It is easier to concentrate and see the board; sometimes it was uncomfortable sitting on the carpet 

➢ The playground is not as full up, we have more room; can we always have playtime on the field? 

➢ I like having my own tray with all my things and a white board! I don’t have to share maths stuff.  

➢ It is easier to talk at lunchtime, I can hear my friends; we like waiting so we all go outside together 

➢ I miss our cosy book corner; I miss cuddling my friends and seeing friends on the playground before school 

The staff told us: 

➢ Mornings are calmer and learning starts promptly when children come straight into the classroom 

➢ Setting up for lessons is easier as children have equipment in their trays; they take greater care of it! 

➢ Children are eating more- there is less waste and more clean plates at lunchtime 

➢ There are fewer accidents and injuries as adults are leading games and children have more space to play 

➢ Handwashing takes a long time- can we have more soap dispensers please?  

We would welcome your views too! I am sure you feel bombarded by emails from school but if you have views 

and would like to share them, please use the link below to answer a couple of questions- thank you.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=J0OR_TcXQ06ACp7OjeenTPswYv1JkZZPlnfvS0QPS45UMF
U0UFFCRDFTRjJSMFhTQVA4SlFYVkkzVy4u 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=J0OR_TcXQ06ACp7OjeenTPswYv1JkZZPlnfvS0QPS45UMFU0UFFCRDFTRjJSMFhTQVA4SlFYVkkzVy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=J0OR_TcXQ06ACp7OjeenTPswYv1JkZZPlnfvS0QPS45UMFU0UFFCRDFTRjJSMFhTQVA4SlFYVkkzVy4u


 

What will Galleywood Infant School look like in September? 

If your child has been in school this term, most of this will be familiar and is already in place.  

❖ Term starts on Thursday 3rd September for all children and school attendance is compulsory.  

❖ Children will attend for 5 full days each week; cleaning will take place daily between 2:45-5:45.  

❖ Children need to stay at home if they, or a member of the household, show any C19 symptoms. The 

school will follow guidance closely & notify you immediately if any children or staff test positive. The full 

Essex guidance document about our response to possible cases of Covid19 in school is on our website. 

❖ Children will be in class “bubbles”, mixing only with the 29 other children in their class.  

❖ Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered and outdoor space timetabled so that children do not mix 

with other year groups.  

❖ Teaching and support staff will usually stay with one year group, but the guidance states: 

“teachers and staff can operate across different classes and year groups to facilitate the delivery of the 

school timetable.” 

❖ Children enter their classroom through the outside door, where they are met by a member of staff.  

❖ Children have their own place and their own tray of resources so that no resources are shared. This 

includes writing materials, scissors, white boards and pens, glue sticks and maths equipment.  

❖ Children sit at forward facing desks with two children sharing a table; Yr1 and 2 will not have carpet time.  

❖ Children have lunch (packed lunch or school dinners) in their classrooms sitting at their tables. Foxes and 

Badgers classes will have lunch in the hall. All tables are cleaned thoroughly before and after lunch.  

❖ Hand washing routines are built into every day: on arrival, before and after playtime, before and after 

lunch, after using the toilet, after sneezing or coughing. We have installed additional soap dispensers in 

each classroom to speed up this process. The schedule for frequent cleaning during the day will continue.   

❖ The One-way system through the school grounds will continue; please enter through the single gate 

(nearest to St Michael’s Junior School) and leave through the double gate (close to the Coop).   

❖ Drop off and collection times will be slightly staggered as follows: 

➢ Foundation Stage and Year 2 classes: drop off 8:50-9am, collect 2:50-3pm.  

➢ Year One classes: drop off 9am-9:10am, collection 3pm-3:10pm.  

❖ Children will not need to have PE kits in school. PE days will be notified to you on Thursday 3rd September 

and will remain the same for the whole autumn term. On PE days we ask that children come to school 

wearing black or navy joggers, a black or navy hoodie, a white tee shirt and trainers with Velcro fastening. 

This will reduce close contact between children and staff when helping them to remove jumpers, fasten 

buttons, etc.   

❖ Reading books in the appropriate colour band will be allocated to your child each week and stored in their 

personal tray. Every Friday your child can bring a school book bag or small rucksack and take home the 

books they have been reading in school, as well as a free choice library book. Children do not need to 

bring any bags to school on other days. Families will need to return their books the following Friday and 

swap for some new ones.  

❖ Parks and playgrounds have re-opened so we can start using our large climbing equipment as long as 

children wash their hands before & after using it.  

❖ So that we can continue to use all of our fantastic outdoor space whatever the weather, we would like 

every child to keep a pair of wellies at school for playtimes and lunchtimes.  

❖ The YMCA before and after school club will restart, as will St Michael’s wrap around club.  

❖ Lunch time and after school clubs such as tennis, gymnastics, Spanish and ball skills will restart. Dates, 

times and sign up details for clubs will be notified on 3rd/ 4th September.  

❖ The detailed risk assessment document completed prior to opening in June will be fully updated and 

accessible to parents via our website www.galleywood.essex.sch.uk under the Re-opening tab.  

❖ Our electronic Return to School picture book, which we encouraged you to share with your children, will 

be updated and sent via email to all families by the end of July.  

We realise there is a lot to take in, but your children are doing much of this already! We will inform you of PE days 

and remind you about “Book Bag Fridays” and welly boots when school re-opens in September.  

http://www.galleywood.essex.sch.uk/


Library Project 

The GIPA Committee have worked so hard to raise money for our library project. 

Although fund-raising activities were cut short they raised more than half of the 

£8,000 target and will continue in the autumn. A company called Bookspace are 

currently preparing design ideas for us, which will be displayed in school in 

September. The Smartie tube challenge raised over £300! Thank you to the GIPA 

committee for their hard work, and to families for your support and generosity.  

Sales of nearly new uniform and a small donation from GIPA enabled us to buy 

Leavers’ tee shirts for all our Year 2 children. This is not something we have done 

before, but it has helped to make the end of Year 2 special for these children. The 

tee shirts are fantastic- we hope they are treasured souvenirs!  

We wish our Year 2 children every happiness and success as they move to Key 

Stage 2, either at St Michael’s or another Junior school. We shall miss you all and 

hope you will stay in touch 😊 

Reading books 

Teachers and teaching assistants are very busy sorting reading books and re-applying colour band stickers. If you 

find any school books at home during the summer, please do return them- just pop them through our letter box, 

together with any dice or other resources you might come across. This will save us money- thank you!  

The Summer Reading Challenge 2020 is here! This 
year’s theme is Silly Squad, a celebration of funny 
books, happiness and laughter. Children can join 
in with the digital challenge on the amazing new 
summer reading challenge website 
at sillysquad.org.uk. 

 

Signing up is easy. A child creates their own account and their parent/carer is sent an email to verify it. 
Then children can choose a character avatar, set their own reading goals (which they can change later) 
and will get a silly name to use on the website from the random name generator. 

As they read books towards their own reading goal children will unlock digital rewards, activities and 
videos and an online certificate for achieving their goal. If they’re stuck for what to read next, they can 
get a recommendation from the Book Sorter. The summer reading challenge website also offers games, 
puzzles, quizzes and competitions to keep children entertained all summer long. 

The Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service has not been able to plan the series of events and activities across 

Chelmsford that they would normally offer during the summer break. Please use this link to access their services 

and those of partner agencies: https://www.essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/  

Although there will not be staff in school every day to answer phone calls, we will continue to receive and 

respond to emails throughout the summer if you have questions or concerns: admin@galleywood.essex.sch.uk  

We would like to wish you all a very happy, safe summer holiday. I hope the weather enables us all to enjoy the 

outdoors at home or further afield. Have a wonderful summer and we hope to see you all on 3rd September.  

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/
mailto:admin@galleywood.essex.sch.uk

