
Galleywood Infant School 

Tuesday 10th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The lockdown which began on Thursday 5th November is clearly very different in that 

schools, nurseries, universities and colleges all remain open. The DfE guidance was 

released on Wed 4th and schools have until today to update their risk assessments and put this in place. The 

full risk assessment, 9.11.20. is now on our website.  

 

• Some of you spoke to me about parents wearing masks in the playground at drop off and pick up. 

This remains a matter for your personal choice. The guidance from the Director of Public Health for 

Essex is that no face covering is a substitute for the 2metres social distancing. Space is by far the 

best protection and we would like to remind parents to keep a safe distance from others outside 

their family bubble at all times. We know this is tricky with 180 children arriving and departing at 

similar times! 

To that end we would like to remind parents that only one adult should be accompanying a child 

to/from school and that our one-way system is in place to enable parents to get on/ off the school 

site as swiftly as possible. Please only enter the school site via the gate near the driveway and avoid 

chatting in groups next to the gate, as others need to pass. We will endeavour to get children into 

classrooms promptly to enable the flow of parents and carers to move efficiently. If you need to 

talk to staff, please email or ask for a phone call. Thank you.  

• After school clubs need to be suspended unless the primary purpose is childcare. This means that 

the YMCA and St Michael’s wrap-around clubs can continue but sports clubs will not be running 

from this week. I am sorry about this as we had worked with our sports coaches to keep bubbles of 

children separate from one another indoors, but guidance received over the weekend from Essex 

LA is clear.  

• The guidance around tests and isolation periods has not changed. However, for complete clarity if 

you phone to say that a child or member of your household has Covid19 symptoms and is seeking a 

test you will receive an email from the school giving dates for the isolation period should the test 

be positive. To date we have had fantastic support from families, who are using NHS online, NHS 

111 and 119 services for advice, collecting children promptly if they have symptoms, persevering to 

get tests and always keeping us well informed. Thank you for helping to keep others safe.   

• Claire Kershaw, Director of Education for Essex, has promised a letter for parents later today.  

School places for September 2021 

Online applications are now open for children who are due to start school in September 2021, and also for 

our Yr2 children who will be moving to Junior school in September 2021.  

There is a vast amount of information on the Essex website to answer individual questions. Applications 

opened yesterday, 9th November 2020 and close on 15th January 2021. There is no advantage to applying 

early but could be a disadvantage if you miss the deadline and places are filled.  

If you have a child who will be 4 on 31st August 2021 and is due to start school in September, or know 

somebody who does, please visit:  

https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place 

If you have a child currently in Yr2, you will need to apply for a Year 3 place. All of our Yr2 children will have 

a priority place at St Michael’s Church of England Junior School but you will need to apply online by 15th 

January deadline:  

https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-junior-school-place 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-junior-school-place


Learning Themes 

We are now well underway with the second of our 6 colour 

themed units of learning this year, Red! Over the next 2 

weeks children in Yr1 and Yr2 will be creating some 

buildings and bridges that are famous London landmarks, 

before learning about the great fire in 1666. Foxes and Badgers are retelling, acting, writing and drawing 

based on the traditional tale of Little Red Riding Hood. Lots more is planned, look for the half termly 

overview of learning on our school website.  

GIPA news 

Happy Bags for Schools received an excellent response from families and the wider community, raising 

£397! Brilliant- thank you!  

It was lovely to see so many families walking around Galleywood over half term looking for pumpkins and 

collecting letters- if you took part I hope you were able to choose a sunny day for this! Most children 

popped in last week to collect their lolly- if you have not done so, please speak to the office staff.  

We have a virtual meeting on Tuesday evening to discuss GIPA’s Christmas plans. Let Jo Abbott or me know 

if you would like to receive a link and join this meeting remotely, you will be very welcome.  

Christmas plans 

Whatever Christmas 2020 brings, we want to ensure that our children have as many of 

the opportunities we would normally offer for an exciting and lovely festive season 

within our school community.  

We will not be able to visit St Michael’s Church for a carol service this year, but we are 

working with Rev David to plan year group Nativity assemblies with some gentle singing 

to retell the Christmas story.  

We are planning a Christmas Presentation, which may be performed to you via video link- watch this space! 

We will retain the enjoyment of taking part in a whole school production, working together and 

contributing in different ways, learning dances, dialogue, songs and musical parts, although this year to 

keep bubbles safe each class will perform their scene separately. 

Our Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 16th December, with three sittings in 

the hall, FS, Yr1 and Yr2. We will have well-spaced tables and time in between to 

replace table coverings and chairs. Parents will receive details of the menu via 

email. It will help our planning if we know well in advance how many children will be 

having Christmas dinner, so please use the Google form to order. If you have any 

questions about your child’s dietary needs, please get in touch with the school 

office.  

Remote learning offer 

The winter and spring look uncertain in terms of the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic and schools will have 

plans in place for remote learning, should individual children, whole class bubbles or indeed the whole 

school need to isolate for the required 14 days. Our Remote Leaning Policy has been agreed by Governors 

and is available on our school website. I am very grateful to our teachers, who, in addition to teaching their 

classes are doing their best to ensure that children isolating at home are not at any disadvantage and will 

be able to pickup with whole class learning as soon as they return. Thank you to parents for all the support 

you continue to give your children with home learning.   

 


